
 

Martha W. Gilliland, Ph.D. currently leads the Literacy for Life Coalition in Tucson, Arizona, 
a team of 30 leaders from business, education, philanthropy, the media, and not-for-profit 
organizations.  This team has developed a joint business plan and established priorities for 
enhancing literacy levels from birth through adults in Greater Tucson.     
 
Dr. Gilliland is formerly Chancellor/CEO of the University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC)  
and holds a Ph.D. in environmental engineering and systems ecology from the University  
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